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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 11 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claims 1, 5 recite the limitation "the rotation speed" in line 11,2, respectively. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation " the group including" in line 5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "the output" in line 12. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "the output" in line 12. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/71 1 ,943 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2627 

international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language, 

4. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Go et al. (US 

2003/0198155). 

Regarding claim 1 , discloses a recording method for an optical disk drive, comprising the 
steps of: 

detecting at least one unstable signal source of the optical disk drive (see Fig. 2, element 

104), 

wherein the unstable signal source is selected from the group including 

a level of a focusing error signal, 

a level of a tracking error signal, 

a wobble synchronization pattern loss, 

an error rate of demodulating a wobble signal and 

a frequency of buffer under-run occurrence, and (see [0012]) 
ceasing recording if the detected value exceeds a preset threshold value (see Fig. 3, steps 
301-305); 

decreasing the rotation speed of the optical disk drive (see Fig. 3, step 306); and 
resuming recording with the decreased rotation speed (see Fig! 3, step 307). 
Regarding claim 2, discloses the recording method for an optical disk drive in accordance 
with claim 1, further comprising the step of detecting whether the optical disk drive is recording 
before the unstable signal source is detected (inherently, see Fig. 3 and [0035]). 
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Regarding claim 3, discloses the recording method for an optical disk drive in accordance 
with claim 1, further comprising the step of ensuring that the recording is ceased after the 
operation of stopping recording is instructed (see Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 4, discloses the recording method for an optical disk drive in accordance 

with claim 1, wherein ceasing recording and decreasing the rotation speed of the optical 

disk drive are controlled by a microprocessor (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 5, discloses the recording apparatus for an optical disk drive, 
comprising: 

a driver for controlling the rotation speed of the optical disk drive (see Fig. 2); 
a servo signal generation unit for generating a level of a focusing error signal, a level of a 
tracking error signal and a wobble synchronization pattern loss (see Fig. 1 and [0012]); 
a microprocessor, comprising: 

a detection mechanism for detecting an error rate of demodulating a wobble signal and a 
frequency of buffer under-run occurrence (see abstract); 

a recording termination control mechanism for ceasing recording if the output of the 
detection mechanism or the servo signal generation unit exceeds a preset threshold value and the 
recording is xmderway (see Fig. 3); and 

a recording speed adjustment mechanism for setting parameters with a lower rotation 
speed if the output of the detection mechanism or the servo signal generation unit exceeds a 
preset threshold value and the recording is ceased by the recording termination control 
mechanism (see Fig. 3); and 
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a digital signal processor for converting the parameters with the lower rotation speed into 
a driving signal that instructs the driver to decrease the rotation speed of the optical disk drive 
(see Figs. 2-3). 

Regarding claim 6, discloses the recording apparatus for an optical disk drive in 
accordance with claim 5, wherein the servo signal generation unit comprises: 

a signal generator cormected to an optical pickup head of the optical disk drive for 
generating the focusing error signal, the tracking error signal and the wobble signal; a level 
detector for detecting the levels of the focusing error signal and the tracking error signal; and a 
demodulation unit for demodulating the wobble signal (see Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 7, discloses the recording apparatus for an optical disk drive in 
accordance with claim 5, further comprising an encoder cormected to the microprocessor (see 
Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 8, discloses the recording apparatus for an optical disk drive in 
accordance with claim 7, further comprising a buffer cormected to the encoder (see Fig. 1, 
inherently). 

Regarding claim 9, discloses the recording apparatus for an optical disk drive in 
accordance with claim 5, wherein if the output of the detection mechanism or the servo signal 
generation unit exceeds a preset value and the recording is ceased, the recording termination 
control mechanism remains at the ceased status (see Fig. 3). 

Cited References 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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The cited references relate to a method of searching for a boundary position between a 
recorded region and an unrecorded region of a recording disk, and information recording 
apparatus; Disk drive apparatus capable of resuming the recording process during interruption. 
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